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" I can t Billy, I gave ray hand an' word to Kitty, I 
would'ntkeep them ; any way I'm to be marretthe night. '' 

" Neel arugher (no help for it), cum along tal we see 
fwhat ye'll do wid the cocks." 

On arriving at the place, they met many others on the 
same intent ; of course they must treat each other. Nag- 
gin led to naggin, and half pint to halfpint,for some would 
not be outdone by others, until the unseasoned heads of 
the party, among whom was Frank Davis, was tolerably 
light. 

Those who determine to forsake any besetting propen- 
sity, should, as a preliminary, avoid being led into tempta- 
tion; importunity and opportunity arc not easily with- 
stood, and so poor Frank Davis found it. 

Already elated by the spirits he had drank, the bustle 
at the cock-pit put to flight all his new formed resolutions, 
and he was all himself again. 

We shall not enlarge on the scene of degradation. 

Frank entered his cocks against those of Mr. -, they 

were beaten, and he lost all the money he possessed. He 
then got completely drunk, and was well drubbed by his 
friend Billy, who cut him deeply over the eye, and left him 
nearly insensible in a ditch ; for, in fact, Billy was himself 
fond of Kitty Moore. 



It was late in the evening when Frank awoke to con- 
sciousness ; and perfectly sober, he then recollected his 
appointment, and how utterly impossible it was for him to 
fulfil his promise to Kitty ; the thought was bitter in the 
extreme, but he determined to go to the place of rendez- 
vous at all events.. He bound a handkerchief round his 
head, and crawled, as well as he was able, to where Kitty 
had long been waiting with agonised thoughts and fears 
for his delay, and when he did appear before her in that 
state, we shall not attempt to describe her feelings : warm 
and affectionate, they received a shock, time alone could 
heal ; and on hearing him distractedly tell his hopeless 
tale, animation fled, and in this state she was found by 
Peggy. 

The sequel is soon told. Kitty Moore, before the dawn 
of the following day, in the presence of Peggy, solemnly 
promised her mother, never more to see or speak to Frank 
Davis ; and the young man on hearing this death blow to 
his hopes, enlisted in a regiment bound for foreign service, 
and left the country, never to return. Dissipation, and the 
burning sun of a tropical climate, soon finished his career, 
and he fell, another victim added to the n any who are 
yearly immolated at the shrine of gambling. 

W. 




CASTLECOMER F 

While we willingly admit, that at times, we look back with 
pleasure to what our country once was, when men of con- 
templative minds, forced hither by the relentless fury of 
the Roman arms, took up their permanent abode in our 
island, and established throughout the country seminaries 
for learning, and places of divine worship, in which the 
pure religion of Christianity was inculcated ; while 
wifcrkinfinite satisfaction we reflect, that in the earlier ages, 
when all around was darkness and error, in this country 
the light of the gospel shone brightand clear, and that from 
this land many faithful ministers went forth to found 
similar establishments in distant countries ; and while at 
times we feel our spirits rising within us, as we view in 
every direction in which we ride or walk, the ruins ot our 
ancient castles and fortresses — those fading memorials of I 
our country's greatness — still we would candidly confess 
that the feelings of satisfaction to which we have alluded, 
are infinitely surpassed, when occasionally we look 



ROM THE EAST. 

around on one district and another of our island, and 
witness its prosperity—in the changing of many of 
our little villages and hamlets, into populous, thriving, 
country towns— surrounded on all sides by an industrious 
and intelligent peasantry ; and we cannot avoid expressing 
our conviction, that if the landlords of Ireland did but their 
duty to their tenantry— did they but act towards them as 
English landlords do to their tenants, in a very few years 
Ireland would present another appearance from what it 
now does. 

It is our intention from time to time, to bring forward 
in our Journal, as examples to others, those districts 
which present the greatest appearance of improvement, 
ahd we are sure our English friends will turn with appro- 
bation from the deeds of rapine and plunder which our 
daily journals but too frequently record, to witness the 
progress of civilization and good feeling amongit us. 
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Who has not heard of Kilkenny, so far-famed for its 
Fire without smoke, 

Air without fog, 
Water without mud, 
And land without bog. 

The foregoing engraving presents a view of the Main-st. 
of Castlecomer, which is the market town of the district 
where the celebrated fuel is chiefly raised ; and we cannot 
but think that the neatness and comfort there exhibited in 
its wide mall, its shady rows of trees, and its slated houses, 
render it an object worthy the imitation of our resident 
proprietors in Ireland. 

The town is situated on the confluence of three small 
rivers— the Clohogue, the Deen, and the Bruckhagh, 
which latter runs in front of the house of the Hon. 
C. H. S. C. Butler, Wondesforde, and is often called the 
Comer, or Comber, (a common name for a mountain- 
stream). A short distance to the east, and immediately 
opposite to his mansion, which i3 shewn on the right hand 
side of our engraving, there stands an high artificial 
mound, and on the top of it the ruins of a castle, and from 
the combination of these is derived the modern name of 
the town and surrounding district. Though standing very 
high with respect to the neighbourhood, the town itself is 
placed in a kind of bason formed by the surrounding hills, 
which being partly clothed with the timber belonging to 
the demesne of Wondesforde, affords additional ornament 
and shelter to its site. At a small distance, on the left, 
embosomed in trees, you perceive the " decent church 
which tops the neighbouring hill " and in the town there 
are several schools and charitable institutions, which do 
credit to the fostering care of the proprietor of the estate. 

The neighbouring district where the coals are raised was 



formerly called the territory of Idough, and belonged to 
the sept of the Brennans, which was foif Ued, and pur- 
chased during the administration of Lord S ^ord in Ire- 
land, by Sir Christopher Wondesforde. Ii <* a curious 
circumstance, that the last representative of tVu branch of 
the Brennans died some years since, and by his ,;*ill con- 
stituted the Countess Dowager of Ormonde, mother to 
the present proprietor, his sole heir. 

That persons were brought over here from England to 
work the coals at an early period, is very evident from the 
names prevalent in the district. 

The coal is admirably adapted for all purposes where 
a strong or permanent heat is required ; such as distille- 
ries, burning lime, or kitchen fires, but the unpleasant va- 
pour which proceeds from it in close rooms, hinders it from 
being approved for general use. In the Lordship colliery 
there are at present very few pits open, in consequence of 
a horrible murder committed in open day upon one of the 
overseers, and the proprietor determined to suspend all 
works until the perpetrators were brought to justice. Such, 
however, is the spirit of combination and intimidation, that 
hitherto no trace of them has been discovered ; and many 
hundreds are, in consequenc , out of employment. 

We should mention that t e town, and Lady Ormonde's 
residence, was burned by sc ne of the misguided peasantry 
in 1798, in revenge for the colliers not joining them in 
their unlawful proceedings. The spirited proprietor of that 
day soon after took up her residence at Ballyragget, about 
four miles distant, and set about rebuilding her own man- 
sion, and gave great encouragement for the improvement 
of the town. Under her fostering care, from an obscure and 
dirty heap of cabins, it has become what we have given 
you a representation of in. the engraving. 




BALLY MENA. 



Tfce subject of the prefixed illustration, is a flourishing 
market town, situated in the centre of the county of An- 
trim. Within the last ten years it has been rapidly pro 
gressing in size and respectability. At present it contains 
about one thousand houses, with between four thousand 
sad five thousand inhabitants. 

Thtre are in Ballymena two Presbyterian houses of \ 



worship, one meeting house in connection with the Sece- 
ders, a Roman Catholic chapel, an Episcopal church and 
a Methodist chapel. There are two academies a nd a' free 
school for the children of the town and neighbourhood 
whose circumstances prevent their attendance on the' 
schools. 

country urouod Bailymcna presents a very 



